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Preliininary  plans  of  pea  rjanners,  as  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  i^-gri- 
cultural  iconoinics,  indicate  tht^t  they  had  in  mind,  previous  to  Jeimary  25, 
a  total  of  225,500  acres.     If  growers  were  to  plant  such  an  acreage,  tlie 
crop,  under  average  growin,^  condiltions  and  yields,  v/ould  produce  a  pack  of 
about  17-f  million  cases.  ' 

Under  growing  conditions  s-i^ch  as  those  of  1930  this  acreage  would  mean 
a  pack  of  about  15-^  million  casesi.    On  the  other  hand  under  the  poor  growing 
conditions  of  1951  this  acreage  would  probably  result  in  a  pack  of  about  12 
inillion  cases. 

Preliminary  plans  for  planting  is  a  step  far  removed  from  the  final 
pack.     riiere  is  no  basis  at  this  time  for  an  estijaatc  of  acreage  or  pack  for 
1932.    Even  actual  plantings  m^y  ,^ive  no  accure.te  indication  of  the  size  of 
pad:.     Tne  acrei.ge  of  green  peas  harvested  for  maiiufacture  is  usually  a 
reasonably  good  criterion  of  size  of  pack.     The  volume  of  production  however, 
v/hich  is  F,cre£.ge  harvested  times  yield  per  acre,  is  the  best  measure  of 
size  of  pr,ck  in  most  pea  cannin^^  States. 

A  planted  acreage  of  229,500  acres,  under  avera&e  conditions  would 
probably  result  in  about  217,000  acres  being  harvested.     If  this  acreage  were 
-'.iistributed  aKong  the  various  States  as  indicated  in  the  preliminary  pla:is 
;-':?^^^#.port  and  if  average  yields  were  obtained  in  each  State,  the  total  United 
=   -"States  prediction  would  be  about  206,000  tons,  or  17:$  million  cases. 

.       ,    The  accompanying  Fie.ure  I  illustrates  the  relationship  between  the 
siz.^;:.of  crop  and  the  paiCk  for  the  years  1918  to  1931.    Each  dot  on  the 
figo^  indica,tes  the  production  of  peas  for  canning  (as  rea.d  from  the  scale 
at  •Jj|%;''_;.bottom)  and  tne  size  of  the  pack  (as  read  from  tne  scale  at  the  side) 
f  or  t^_.  yoe-,r  designated.     The  diagonal  line  extending  turougn  the  scatter 
ftf ''do't^:'.  indicates  an  av£ra.ge  rela^tionship  between  the  crop  and  size  of  pack. 
The  vertical  line  extending  from  206, OjO  tons  crosses  the  dia-^onal  line  at 
a  point  which  is  on  the  horizontal  line  representing  a  pack  of  17,70u,000 
cases. 

.   j^'...pa,ck  of  17,700,0-/0  cases  is  an  indication  of  the  probable  size  of 
pack  when  quality  of  crop  and  packing  conditions  are  normal.     It  is  possible 
for  a  crop  of  206,000  tons  to  result  in  a  pack  either  larger  or  smaller  than 
the  abo%v;f ig^are.     This  fa.ct  is  illust^-r.ted  in  the  accorapa:iying  figure. 
In  1 928-;  ^^■■^._ro  duct  ion  of  about  204,  OOO/ resulted  in  a  pack  of  about  I84  .aillion 
cases,  'f^^fe  ;;1.926  production  'aiiiounting  to  about  215, OwO  tons  resulted  in  a 
pack  sirghtly.--less  than  17|-  million  cases.     In  recent  yer.rs,  however,  there 
appears  to  nave  been  a  tendency  to  pack  more  c-.ses  from  a  ton  of  green  peas 
than  in  former  years.     Tnis  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  tha„t  the  dots 
representing  each  of  the  years  1928  to  1931  inclusive  appc,?,r  above  the  aver- 
age line. 
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A  rtore  nearly  accurate  picture  of  tne  r'elatioiiship  between  crop  raid 
pack  for  tlie  United  Stctes  may  be  obtp.ined  if"  eacli  of  tlie  States,  growing 
peas  for  canning, 'is  studied  separately  and  tfhe  individual  results  added 
to  iTialce  a  corr.posite  result.     A  ton  of  green  peas  will  pedc  a  given  number 
of  cases  in  one  Stc  te  in  a  certain  year  wnereo.s  in  another  State  having 
different  weather  conditions  etc.,  more  or  less  cases  may  be  pached  from  a 
ton  that  year.  ■  ^ 

Wisconsin,   the  Stete  which  produces  the  largest  crop  raid  pack  of 
peas  has  also  a  relatively •  high  average  yield  per  acre.     The  yield  of  green 
peas  for  csnning  durin^^,  recent  years  has,  however,  been  trending  downward. 
The  relationship  betv/een  production  and  size  of  pack  in  that  State  is  closer 
than  in  som^  other  States.     Consequently  a  given  change  in  acreage  in 
Wisconsin  (in  terms  of  acres)  may  result  in  a  larger  cliange  in  size  of 
United  States  pack  then  would  3.  similar  acreage  chFn^,,e  in  certain  other  Strtes. 

i-Iew  York,  second  in  size  of  pea  pack,  '  has  axi  c-Vera^e  yield  below 
either  that  of  Vn'isconsin  or  the  entire  United  States.     The  relation  betv/een 
production  cjid  size  of  ppck  in  iTew  York  is  about  as  close  as  it  is  in 
Wisconsin, 

I/Iarylenid  ranks  third  or  fourth  in  size  of  pack  cjid  about  average  in 
yield.     Tlie  relationship  between  crop  md  pack  has  been  very  consistent  in 
th8.t  State. 

Owing  to  drought  conditions  in  certain  areas  in  19o0  c?nd  1931  the  . 
yields  during  those  yuars  were  not  representative  for  the  Str,tes  uifected. 
The  14-year  average  (1916-1931)  yield  may  not  bo  representative  in  some 
States  becrusc  of  certain  changes  in  growing  and  packing  policies  diring 
recent  years  consequently  the  3-year  average  (1927-1929)  yield  was  used 
also  to  compute  production  ojnd  pack. 

If,  for  example,-  the  acre,:,ge  in  Wisconsin  should  be  90,240  and  tne 
yield  per  acre  eq-aal  to  the  t  of  1950,  the  production  would  be  81,667  tons 
rjid  the  pack  would  probably  be  6,750,000  cases. 

If,  hov/ovur,   tho  yield  per  acre  should  be  the  scane  as  that  of  1931, 
the  production  from  90,240  acr^s  would  be  49,532  tons  with  a  probable  pack 
of  4, 000, 0:0  cases. 

Should  the  yield  per  cere  be  tho  saine  as  that  of  the  14-yca.r  average 
this  acreage  would  produce  90,826  tons  s-id  a  probable  pack  of  6,750,0  O 
co,ses,     Tlie  3-yerr  average  (1927-1929)  yield  and  tnis  -creagc  would  result 
in  a  production  of  86,210  tons  rjid  a  probable  pack  of  7,325,0j0  cases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  estiuiated  production  cJid  pack  for 
Wisconsin  and  several  other  States  worked  out  by  this  method. 
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Peas  for  majiuf r.cture:     Production,  probable  paclc  with  specified  acreage 

and  yield,,  certain  States  mid  United  States 


Ste.te 

: Acreage 
:  for 
: harvest 
:  1/ 

: On  basis  of  1930 
•yield  per  acre 

:0n  basis  of     ■  :0n  basis  of 
:1931  yield  per  :191L-1931  aver- 
:          acre           : age  yield  per 
:                           :  acre 

•On  basis  of 
: 1927-1929 
average  yield 
:per  acre 

: Produc- 
tion 

Pack 
:  2/ 

. Produc- 
tion 

:     Pack  : Pro due - 
2/     :  tion 

Pack 
 2/  

Pro due - 
:  tion 

Pack 
2/ 

H.y  

:  Acres 

Toils 

:  1,000 

:  Tons 

•  1,0')0  : 

•  Cases  :  Tons 

1,000 
•  Cases 

Tons 

•  1 , 000 

c  as  e  s 

:  33,900 
15,355: 
12,445: 
90,24-0 
14,706: 
13,020: 
7  , 2  52 , 
30,420: 

37,290 
15,902. 
11,750: 
81,667 
12,720: 
3 ,255: 
9,972: 
24,488- 

•  2,975 
1,640 

835  : 
6,850 
1,085 
350  : 
800  : 
2 , 200 

:  21,866 
12 , 830 

6 ,  596; 
49,632. 

6,470 
10,676 

7,397 
28,717: 

1,350:  30,0'JO 
1,200:  12,876- 

460:  9,148 
4,000:  90,826. 

560:  12,051 
1,030:  11,733 

580:  10,253 
2,300:  28,914 

2 , 480 
1,220- 

650 
7,650- 
1,040 
1,125 

845 
2 , 600 

24,391 
12,234 
3,742 
88,210 
'  13,081 
15,188 
8,728 
29,827 

2,000 

1,150 
:  515 

7,400 
■  1,120 

1,450 
:  680 

2,750 

Wis  : 

Md  

Utala  

Others. . : 
Total.. 

.217,348 

198,054: 

16,735  : 

144,184: 

12,000:205,851 

17,610 

200,451- 

17,175 

Division  of  Stc.tistical  and  Historical  Heserrch 
1,/  Calculated  frora  preliminoxy  plans  for  planting  <as  reported  January  25,  1S32. 
2/  Probable  pack  ^jiider  normal  q.uality  and  packing  conditions.  Calculated 
for  certain  States  raid  the  United  States  with  specified  sizes  of  crop. 
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